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I.  The Scriptural statement. 
A.  Rom. 8:18-23, For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the 

glory which shall be revealed in us.  For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons 
of God.  For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in 
hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.  And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. 

B.  1 Cor. 15:51-58, Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump:  for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.  O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?  The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.  (Isa. 25:8, He will 
swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall 
he take away from off all the earth:  for the Lord hath spoken it.) 

C.  Phil. 3:20-21, For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working 
whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

D.  Col. 3:4, When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 
E.  2 Pet. 3:10-14, But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass 

away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.  Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?  Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless. 

F.  Rev. 21:1-4, And I saw a new heaven and a new earth:  for the first heaven and the first earth were passed 
away; and there was no more sea.  And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain:  for the former things are passed away. 

G.  Rev. 22:1-5, And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of 
God and of the Lamb.  In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare 
twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:  and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations.  And there shall be no more curse:  but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall 



serve him:  And they shall see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads.  And there shall be no night there; and 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light:  and they shall reign for ever and ever. 
 
II.  The doctrinal definition. 

A.  "Glorification is the final step in the application of redemption.  It will happen when Christ returns and raises 
from the dead the bodies of all believers for all time who have died, and reunites them with their souls, and changes the 
bodies of all believers who remain alive, thereby giving all believers at the same time perfect resurrection bodies like His 
own."  Wayne Grudem 

B.  Westminster Confession Chapter 32:  The bodies of men, after death, return to dust, and see corruption:  but 
their souls, which neither die nor sleep, having an immortal subsistence, immediately return to God who gave them:  the 
souls of the righteous, being then made perfect in holiness, are received into the highest heavens, where they behold 
the face of God, in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies. . .  At the last day, such as are found 
alive shall not die, but be changed:  and the dead shall be raised up, with the selfsame bodies, and none other (although 
with different qualities), which shall be united again to their souls forever. . .  the bodies of the just, by Christ's Spirit, 
shall be raised unto honor; and be made conformable to His own glorious body.   

C.  Westminster Larger Catechism #86, What is the communion in glory with Christ which the members of the 
invisible church enjoy immediately after death?  The communion in glory with Christ which the members of the invisible 
church enjoy immediately after death, is, in that their souls are then made perfect in holiness, and received into the 
highest heavens, where they behold the face of God in light and glory, waiting for the full redemption of their bodies, 
which even in death continue united to Christ, and rest in their graves as in their beds, till at the last day they be again 
united to their souls. 

D.  "The glorification of the Christian is that we shall share in God's glory when we are in our resurrected bodies 
in the new heavens and new earth.  At Christ's physical return at the end of the age, glorification is both the re-
embodiment of believers who have died, and the instantaneous change in the bodies of believers on earth.  In both 
cases, the glorified bodies are imperishable (never to wear out or become sick), glorious (beautiful, perhaps radiant), 
powerful (not superhuman but full strength), and spiritual (dominated by God's Spirit)."  Bakers Dictionary of Theology 
 
III.  The eternal significance of present activities. 

A.  Mt. 6:19-21, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal:  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, 
and where thieves do not break through nor steal:  For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

B.  Rev. 14:13, And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth:  Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them. 
 
IV.  Implications of the doctrine. 

A.  "There is eternal progress with new beauties always being discovered.  Heaven is progressive, it has various 
periods in which there is new and glorious advancement and consists very much in beholding manifestations that God 
makes of Himself in the work of redemption.  In heaven is a never ending, ever increasing discovery of more and more of 
God's glory, of greater and greater joy in Him.  There will never be a time when there's no more glory for the redeemed 
to discover and enjoy."  Jonathan Edwards 

B.  "We have not lost our dear ones who have departed from this life, but have merely sent them ahead of us, so 
we also shall depart and shall come to that life where they will be more than ever dear as they will be better known to 
us, and where we shall love them without fear of parting."  Augustine 

C.  "What if you had seen heaven open as Stephen did, and all the saints there triumphing in glory, and enjoying 
the end of their labours and sufferings, what a life would you lead after such a sight as this!"  Richard Baxter, The Saints' 
Everlasting Rest 

D.  "If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were just those who 
thought most of the next.  The Apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion of the Roman Empire, the great 
men who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who abolished the slave trade, all left their mark on Earth, 
precisely because their minds were occupied with Heaven.  It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other 
world that they have become so ineffective in this.  Aim at Heaven and you will get earth 'thrown in;' aim at earth and 
you will get neither."  C.S. Lewis 


