
 

Lesson 48: The Return of Christ 
Chapter 31 

December 3, 2023 
 

I. The personal, bodily return of Christ. 
 
John 14:2-3 - In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also.  
 
Colossians 3:4 - When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 - For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  
 
II. The visible return of Christ. 
 
Acts 1:9-11 - Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out 
of their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in 
white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 
 
Hebrews 9:27-28 - And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to 
bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation. 
 
1 John 3:2 - Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that 
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  
 
III. The sudden return of Christ. 
 
Matthew 24:36-44 - But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as 
the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days before the flood, they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until 
the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: 
one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other 
left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken 
into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 
Mark 13:32 - But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
 
 
 
 
 



IV. Signs that precede the return of Christ. 
 A. The coming of the man of sin and the rebellion. 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-10 - Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to 
Him, we ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as 
though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling 
away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is 
called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And now you know what is restraining, 
that he may be revealed in his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now 
restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The coming of the lawless 
one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10 and with all unrighteous deception 
among those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 
 
 B. Israelite revival. 
Romans 11:25-27 - For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in 
your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all 
Israel will be saved, as it is written: 
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion, 
And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob; 
27 For this is My covenant with them, 
When I take away their sins.” 
 
V. The victorious return of Christ. 
 
Mark 8:38 - For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man 
also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with 
His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Revelation 1:7 - Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 
 
VI. Eagerly awaiting the return of Christ. 
 
Titus 2:11-13 - For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men, 12 teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 
 
Revelation 22:20-21 - He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
VII. Preparing for the return of Christ. 
 
Matthew 24:45-51 - Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, to give 
them food in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I 
say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is 
delaying his coming,’ 49 and begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 50 the master of 
that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not aware of, 51 and will cut him 
in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 


